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September 2016 Volume 56  Number 9 

ON THE HORIZON 

Our next Membership Meeting is on Wednesday, September 21st, at 7:30 p.m., at The Bowman 
Restaurant, 9603 Harford Road.   Our speaker will be Bill Band of the Chesapeake Bay Pilots Associa-

tion, whose subject will be "The View from Up High - A Perspective of Recreational Boating from a Bay 

Pilot’s View.”   Those planning on having dinner should arrive at The Bowman Restaurant by 6:15 

COMMANDER 

BIBBIDI BOBBIDI BOO 

Past Commander John Hall has been laugh-
ing at me as I earnestly prepare the name-changing 
ceremony for Eileen’s and my new boat, which is fi-
nally secure in her new slip at Baltimore Yacht Club.  
Indeed, as I blame the vessel’s two fires and one fall-
off-the-lift to the previous owner’s failure, 20 years 
ago, to follow the proper re-naming protocol, I am ac-
tually planning for two name changes:  first, from Dark 
Eyes to Easy Streett; then from Easy Streett to [the 
name we cannot yet say]. 

 
That Mr. Hall should laugh at my adherence to 

seafaring traditions is surprising, as it is he who regu-
larly teaches that bananas aboard a boat, especially a 
fishing vessel, always bring bad luck.  In last month’s 
column, I spoke of the two engine belts that broke 
aboard Lorenzo on either end of the Top Gun cruise – 
leaving us almost stranded on Worton Creek, and 
later on the Hudson River. Surely, it was no coinci-
dence that, on the mornings that each belt failed, Ei-
leen had served banana bread for breakfast.  

 
 Whether a deadly spider hides in banana 

bunches or fermenting bananas release a deadly 
toxic fume, ships have traditionally banned bananas 
at sea.  Even a sun tan lotion that smells of bananas 
is barred by cautious captains like me. 

 

It is also bad luck to encounter a redhead be-
fore boarding a ship, although if you speak to the red-
head before he or she has a chance to speak to you, 
you’ll be safe at sea.   

 
Of course, to ensure a ship’s safe return, one 

must never say “goodbye” to the crew, and to wish a 
departing vessel “good luck” will have just the oppo-
site effect. The only way to reverse that curse is by 
drawing blood, usually by punching the offender 
square in the nose.  

 
Everyone knows that seabirds carry the souls 

of departed sailors so it is bad luck to kill one, but 
very good luck to see one in the sky.   

 
And, finally, gold hoop earings not only bring 

good luck, but possess magical healing powers and 
serve as a protective talisman against drowning.   

 
So, unless you’re a ginger, please look for an 

invitation to our name-changing ceremony on a date 
yet-to-be-determined later this year.  You’ll find me 
aboard our new banana-less boat, putting out food for 
the herons, wearing a gold hoop earring, and wishing 
none of you good luck!  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 Douglas B. Riley, Commander   
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

As I write this column, Tropical Storm (previously 
Hurricane) Hermine is just passing over the outer banks of 
North Carolina and beginning its run up the east coast. 
Early on it had been slated to advance over Maryland and 
spend some time in Baltimore. It now looks like the Balti-
more visit is not on this storms schedule and we have once 
again been spared the worst that it has to offer. I believe a 
sigh of relief for us and a prayer for those down south who 
are less fortunate are in order. 

The Annual Crab Feast was again this year an 
event not to be missed. The crabs were full and delicious, 
the corn sweet and tender and the burgers, hot dogs and 
sausages done just right. Did I mention the peach cake!? 
What a feast! Last, and not least, the ice cream at 
Durding’s Store was every bit as good as I remember it 
from years past. 

Next up on our slate of cruises is the Last Cruise of 
Summer at Horn Point Marina in Annapolis. This is looking 
like another great weekend for our cruisers and land 
yachters. Come on down on the 16

th
, 17

th
 and 18

th
 of Sep-

tember and join in the fun! Susan and I are most definitely 
looking forward to it. 

On the personal side of things Susan and I were 

recently notified that we have both passed the examination 

for Navigation. This class is the second of two dedicated to 

the topic of celestial navigation, the first being Junior Navi-

gation, and covers not only deriving positions from the sun, 

but also the moon, stars and planets. It has been a magnifi-

cent journey that has not only challenged us intellectually, 

but has afforded us the opportunity to get to know some 

great people, visit interesting places and learn the hands-

on techniques required to effectively use a sextant. It is an 

amazing and inspiring body of knowledge to learn, and is 

another great example of one of the reasons we joined the 

Squadron in the first place; the educational opportunities 

available and wonderful and knowledgeable instructors to 

learn from. I encourage everyone to take advantage of the 

courses available and learn all you can. The marine envi-

ronment being what it is, you never know when something 

said in one of these classes will make a big difference on 

the water. I know that it has on several occasions for me. 

Respectfully Submitted, Lt/C David Blades, JN 

Executive Officer 

Our Meeting Place 

 The Bowman Restaurant on Harford Road.  410-665-8600.  Our regular meetings are on the third Wednesday 
of each month (except July) and start at 7:30  Those of us planning to eat should plan to arrive around 6:15 p.m. and 
we’ll order from the menu.  Those not planning on eating may arrive at any time but the meeting will begin promptly at 
7:30 p.m. The best parking is on the left of the building and then enter through the double doors on the side.   

The Bowman Restaurant is located at 9306 Harford Rd, Parkville, MD 21234, just OUTSIDE the Beltway, on the left-

hand side as you head north – across from the CVS Drugstore. in a private meeting room.  

www.thebowmanrestaurant.com 

mailto:cdr@uspsdundalk.org
mailto:ao@uspsdundalk.org
mailto:seo@uspsdundalk.org
mailto:treasurer@uspsdundalk.org
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   ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

Low Bridge 
Low bridge, everybody down, Low bridge cause we're com-
ing to a town 
And you'll always know your neighbor, And you'll always 
know your pal 
If you've ever navigated on the Erie Canal. 
 
Thomas Allen “Low Bridge” 1905 
 

Back to the story…  It is hard to resist recalling the 
canal trip without presenting a few facts.  We became 
adept at “locking through” and calling for lift bridges.    
Some of the locks go up, some go down, but they are all 
similar with varying heights.  The Canal rises 566 feet from 
the Hudson River to Lake Erie through 35 locks and 338 
miles.  From Troy, the Erie Canal rises through the Mo-
hawk Valley to an elevation of 420 feet at Rome. Continu-
ing westward, it descends to 363 feet at the junction with 
the Oswego Canal, and again rises to 565.6 feet at Niagara 
River.  The canal is generally 45 wide and 12 feet deep.  
Locks are 43.5 feet wide and 300 feet long.  The speed 
limit is 10mph unless otherwise posted and varies between 
5-45mph.  The highest lift (40.5 feet high) is at Lock 17 in 
Little Falls. Waterford’s “Flight of Five” is the highest flight 
within the shortest span in the world, lifting 169 feet in 1.5 
miles. 

Depending on the source, the trip takes 5-7 days.  
Sometimes we’d talk with lock operators while they walked 
from one end to the other.  Each conversation built on the 
previous and developed the lifestyle of the lock operator.  
Sometimes the same person worked several locks in a 

row, driving or biking between them.  Much of the time, the 
friendly operator would ask for our daily destination and 
alert the next lock to our passage.  In one case, an opera-
tor stayed nearly 45 minutes past the deadline knowing we 
were coming, and that next destination was just past his 
lock.  They should have a tip jar.  They all said it was a 
good life.  Apparently, they earn a decent living wage de-
spite working only part of the year.  This year, the locks 
operate 7am-6pm April 27 through November 20.   

In between locks there is lots of peaceful scenery, 
bird life to watch, bucolic rural life and plenty of places to 
tie up for the night.  Most often, the cacophony of civiliza-
tion was at a distance.  We planned our stops on the go to 
match our 8-4 schedule, and sometimes stopped early for 
the day if the town beckoned.  A canal guide is very useful 
as there are several places that offer free accommoda-
tions, including power and shower and nearby restaurants.  
There were a few stops that required a call for takeout or a 
taxi for the evening meal.  If I were to do it again, and I 
hope to, I’d make the canal my destination by spending 
more time in the towns, including the other canals Cham-
plain, Oswego and Cuyaga-Seneca. 

This month we will hear from Bill Band of the Mary-
land Association of Pilots.  Bill will present on the subject 
"The view from up high, a perspective of recreational boat-
ing from a Bay Pilot view”.  Bill is also a very accomplished 
photographer.  Please see http://marylandpilots.com for 
more detail and some interesting links. 

 

Glenn Haldeman, S,   Administrative Officer,  

 

Greetings from your Squadron Treasurer! 

The Squadron’s bills are paid and we are in sound 
financial shape! This was helped by the Crab Feast, which 
was a great event and did well monetarily. Big thank you to 
our Commander and all those who put in their time for the 
good of the Squadron!  

 
Make sure to use our Check Request form when a 

check needs to be sent to a vendor or to you for reimburse-
ment of a budgeted or approved expense. Also use the 
Deposit Request form when turning in cash or checks col-
lected for Squadron events and education.  

 
Visit our online Ship’s Store at http://

dundalksquadron.qbstores.com! There is always a dis-
count, so make sure to log in to see what you can save in 

ordering Squadron merchandise. Available merchandise 
includes polos, tees, button down shirts, jackets, sweat-
shirts, hats, bags – available in multiple colors, plus 3 logos 
to choose from on most items. If you don’t see the item you 
want, go to www.queensboro.com and see if it is there. If 
so, email me the item name and number and I will add it to 
our online Ship’s Store. There are too many items available 
to include them all, but happy to add any you would like.  

 
Contact me at stuartnewborn@gmail.com if you 

have questions for the Treasurer or about the online Ship’s 
Store.  
 

 

Respectfully submitted, Lt/C Stuart Newborn, S,  

Treasurer 

TREASURER’ S REPORT 

http://marylandpilots.com
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Calendar of Pending Courses (details and registrations online): 

Sept 11   Navigation   Rockville Squadron 
Sept 22        Seamanship   DSPS, Weavers Marine, Middle River 
Sept TBA  Jr. Navigation   Online  
 

Educational tips of the month:  The following are terms that we may not use correctly.  Remember though, that when 
something urgent comes up on a boat, every second saved in a communication is time that can be devoted to attending 
to the urgency or problem. 

1. Ropes and Lines.  A rope is something you buy in store.  As soon as it hits the boat, it’s a line.  A line whose purpose 
it is to stop a boat from moving aft is a forward spring line; it is tied to the dock forward of where it is tied to the boat.  
Conversely if you want to spring a boat aft, i.e. to restrict its forward movement, tie it to the dock aft of where it is on a 
boat and call it an aft spring line.  For sailors, if a line is attached to a sail, it’s a sheet - unless it raises or lowers the sail, 
in which case it’s a halyard, or stretches or eases the sail, in which case it’s a haul.  A pennant, or pendant, is the line 
attached to a mooring; a painter is the line attached to the bow of a dinghy for towing or making fast. 

2.  Openings in the hull.  Hatches are openings in the deck of a boat to provide access below.  The ladders going down 
from hatches are companion ladders or companionways.  Scuppers are holes permitting water to drain overboard.  A 
port or porthole is an opening in the hull to admit light and air.  The glass used in a porthole to keep the hull water tight, 
is called a portlight. 

3.  “Docking.”  Technically a dock is the water area where a boat lies when she has been made fast, not tied up, to the 

shore.  But commonly boaters use the term dock when they mean wharf, the actual physical structure generally parallel 

to the shore, or pier, which generally projects out from the shore.  A pile is a substantial stake driven in the bottom to 

which a boat can be made fast.  A group of piles is a dolphin.  Piles are often driven to form slips out from a pier or a 

wharf in which boats may be berthed.  Short catwalks or finger piers extend out between slips for easier access to boats. 

A boat is made fast to a pile in a slip alongside a pier or wharf. 

Respectfully submitted,  Lt/C Robert Crimmins, AP - SEO 

EDUCATIONAL OFFICER 

Left—sunset on the bay.   

 

Top Right : Craighill  Chan-

nel Lower Range  Rear 

light.   

 

Bottom Right : Mark 2E 

crossing Rock Hall Harbor.  

Crabs are near but don’t 

take any shortcuts here!  
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Circumnavigate the Delmarva Peninsula 

Have you ever wanted to experience sailing overnight?  Here is your chance.  District 5 will be sponsoring a Del-

marva Cruise which will include one overnight sail in the Atlantic Ocean and one overnight sail in the Chesapeake 

Bay.  This cruise will take place in coordination with the District 5 Sailing Regatta and Fall Festival.   

The Delmarva Cruise will start with a Captain’s Meeting on Monday, October 16 at the Maryland Yacht 

Club.  On the 17th we will set sail north to the C&D Canal and overnight at Schaefer’s Marina.  On the 18th we will finish 

going through the canal and head south down the Delaware Bay and into the Atlantic Ocean.  We will sail overnight, 

enter the Bay and arrive at the Cape Charles City Marina on the 19th.  On the 20th we will set sail for Herrington Harbor 

Marina and arrive there on the 21st so we can participate in the Sailing Regatta and Fall Festival.  The cruise will cover 

340 nm, not including the distance to Maryland Yacht Club or the distance home after the Festival.  

If you want to take your own boat, it must have a current VSC sticker, paper charts covering the cruising area, at 

least one DSC enabled VHF radio connected to a GPS and programmed with your MMSI number, a backup VHF radio 

(handheld is acceptable) a chart plotter and a backup GPS (handheld is acceptable).  Radar and AIS are desirable, but 

not required. All captains must have obtained the AP rating.  Each boat should have sufficient competent crew to stand 

an overnight watch.  No boat, but want to crew?  We will be creating a list of members wanting to crew on one of the 

boats. Arrangements are being made to have a BOC-Advanced Coastal Navigator Certifier along so anyone wanting to 

get the ACN certification can meet the skills requirements on this cruise. Several D5 members have done the Delmarva, 

all reporting wonderful education experience and a great time.   

If you want more information, call or email D/Lt Alan Karpas, JN, 301-767-5905; alankarpas@verizon.net. 

In the words of our 

Fearless but supersti-

tious commander—

CRAB FEAST ! 

 

Crabs, Sausages, Ham-

bers, Hot Dogs, Beer, 

Soda, Music and good 

friends. 

mailto:alankarpas@verizon.net
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

               DID YOU KNOW? 

A typical three-blade propeller running at 3,200 rpm can 

inflict up to 160 impacts in one second. 

A typical recreational propeller can travel from head to 

toe on an average person in less than one tenth of a 

second. 

Most propeller strikes CAN be prevented!!! 

     WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

NEVER permit passengers to ride on the bow, gunwale, 

transom, seat backs, or other locations where they 

might fall overboard. 

Wear your engine cut-off switch lanyard and your life 

jacket at ALL times. If the lanyard is removed from 

the switch, the engine will not shut off. 

Assign a passenger to keep watch around the propeller 

area of your boat when people are in the water. 

Consider purchasing propeller safety devices for your 

boat. 

     And Another topic: 

     You can help Maryland's Natural Resources Police, 

who are taking an active role in combating terrorism in 

the State of Maryland, by reporting suspicious activity to 

law enforcement personnel. 

     The following could be indicators of potential terrorist 

activity: 

Suspicious attempts to buy or charter vessels using large 

cash payments. 

Vessels operating at night without running lights. 

Loading or unloading activity dockside at unusual hours. 

Immediate modifications or repairs to vessels demanded 

without regard to cost. 

Communications between a boat and shore by unusual 

means (lights, flags, etc.). 

Vessels riding excessively low in the water. 

Improper or false registration numbers. 

Suspicious activity around large commercial vessels 

(freighters, tankers, etc.) including off-loading of 

persons and packages on to small boats. 

Unusual diving activity around vessels, wharfs, bridges, 

dams, etc. 

Abandoned or unattended vessels or vehicles in or near 

unusual locations or near key facilities or public 

areas. 

Suspicious filming activity near public or key facilities. 

The throwing or recovering of items into/onto the water-

ways or shoreline. 

To report suspicious activity 

Contact Maryland Natural Resources Police at 800-

628-9944   

or 

VHF Channel 16 

Hail Maryland Natural Resources Police 

Respectfully submitted,   

Lt/C Dick Bruns, Secretary 

$20 million unarmed vessel can reach speeds 
of 27 knots per hour 

Tests will focus on its ability to react on its own 
to avoid collisions 

During testing, the ship will have human opera-
tors as a safety net 

Future models could be fitted with weapons if 
need be, officials say 

US Navy tests world's largest self-driving warship:  

132ft-long 'Sea Hunter' drone will scour oceans for enemy subs. 
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Dundalk Sail & Power 

Squadron   Unit of United States Power Squadrons® 

Members Save Money 

Great Benefits available to USPS members include: 

 Up to a 23% discount on boat insurance 

 Boat U.S. Membership and Towing discounts 

 Map and Navigation software discounts 

 Up to 12% discount on Dell Computers 

 Tax Deductions on Dues and some Travel Expenses 

 And more, go to  the USPS web site for a full list of benefits: 
http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefits.htm 

 

Members Helping Members  

Adventure, Fun and Learning 

On-the-water activities, cruises, rendezvous, raft-ups for a day weekend or 
week – something for everyone! 

 Many locations throughout the Chesapeake Bay 

 Commander’s Cruise and Top Gun Cruise to ports as far away 

as Philadelphia, Cape May, New York, the Outer Banks, etc.  

 Take your own boat or crew on someone else’s 

 Social Events: Pitch-in meals, picnics, theme parties, and 
 our Annual Crab Feast 

Meetings with knowledgeable guest speakers on interesting topics to 
include Homeland Security, First-Aid, Weather, Bay History, Winteriz-
ing/Commissioning, Engine Maintenance 

 

Learn More about America’s Boating Club 

  Email:   cdr@uspsdundalk.org 

  Web:  http://www.uspsdundalk.org or 

  http://www.uspsd5.org 

  Meetings:  3rd Wednesday of the month 

Dinner 6:00 pm, Meeting 7:30 pm  

The Bowman Restaurant  

  9306 Harford Road, Parkville, MD  21234 

Members Build Boating Skills 

Courses and Seminars include: 

 America’s Boating Course, Seamanship, GPS, Engine Mainte-

nance, Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Marine Electronics, Cruise 

Planning, Junior Navigation, Sail, Navigation, Weather and 

more. 

Safe Practice with Friends 

 Cruises, Competitions, Trips 

 Help out and crew, or use your boat 

 

Costs: Individual = $90.  Individual + One Additional 

Active family member = $141.  (Each Additional family 

member $20) 

Individual:  __________________________ 

Additional: __________________________ 

Email : _____________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________ 

Address: ____________________________ 

      ____________________________ 
 

Amount Paid: $________ 

Signature: __________________Date: ______ 

Dundalk Sail & Power Squadron - Receipt: 

Membership Type:     Individual: ____  Or 

Individual with Family: ____ 

Amount Paid: $ ________ 

Signature:  _____________ 

Date: ______________ 
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LAST CRUISE OF THE SUMMER 
EASTPORT ANNAPOLIS 

September 16 to 18, 2016 
Dundalk Sail and Power Squadron 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ACCOMODATIONS: make your reservations 
 
HORN POINT HARBOR MARINA 
410.263.0550 
105 Eastern Ave., Annapolis MD 21403 
 
“The Best View of the Chesapeake Bay” 
On the north shore as you enter Back Creek 

FRIDAY EVENING:  
Gather on the docks at 5:30 p.m. and walk to 
downtown Annapolis for dinner and ice cream. 
 
SATURDAY 1:30 to 4:00 pm: Thomas Point Cruise 
Squadron members and guests are invited to join up 
for a cruise to historic Thomas Point Light, courtesy 
of members’ boats. 
SATURDAY 4:00 pm: Dock Party  
Bring an hors d’oeuvre to share.  Party starts after 
the cruise returns. 
SATURDAY 6:00 pm: Dinner at Boatyard Bar and 
Grill: We’ll walk over and get tables when we’re 
ready. 
 
SUNDAY 9:00 am: Pitch-in breakfast 

CONTACT ME: If you plan to come and I will 
keep you up to date as the details develop. 
 

SUSAN RUDY 
410-971-9199 

SFRUDY@GMAIL.COM 
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D/5 SAIL REGATTA, FISHING TOURNAMENT & FALL FESTIVAL 2016 

21–23 October  
Herrington Harbour South 

Hosted by The Annapolis Squadron 
 

Name: ____________________________________ Squadron: ___________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________ Cell: ________________ E-mail: _______________________________ 
 
      Number     Total 
Event Registration Fee:   _______ @ $10.00     $___________ 
   
Saturday and/or Sunday Breakfasts:  _______ @ $10.00      $___________ 
 
Saturday Awards Banquet 
                   
   Adults   _______ @ $32.50 
   Children 10 & under  _______ @ $15.00 
              $___________ 
 
 
Sail Regatta Entrance Fee (per boat)    @ $20.00     $___________     
Fishing Tournament Entrance Fee (per fisherman)  @ $10.00     $___________ 
 
       TOTAL AMOUNT DUE:    $___________ 
 
If you are planning to compete in the race, please furnish the following information: 
 
Skipper’s name: ________________________ Sailing vessel name: ________________________ 
  
Sail number: __________ PHRF rating, if known: __________ Squadron: __________________ 
 
Boat manufacturer, model, size, and color: 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Class (please circle one): Single-hull  Multi-hull 
 
I agree to abide by the regulations and sailing instructions governing this event.  I agree that it is 
solely my responsibility to decide whether to start or to continue to race.  I voluntarily assume the 
risk of participation in this event and release the United States Power Squadrons, District 5, 
Annapolis Sail & Power Squadron, Dundalk Sail & Power Squadron, and those conducting this 
event from all liability for any injury or damage that may occur. 
 
Signature of Owner/Skipper: ____________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 

Make your slip reservations directly with Herrington Harbour South 410-741-5100 Ext. 120 
Make Guest Room or Suite Reservations with the Inn at Herrington Harbour 410-741-5100 

Deadline for event registration is 14 October 2016 
 

Send your completed registration form & check made payable to D/5 2016 Regatta to: 
Cdr Joel Hilden 

409 Fox Den Lane 
Millersville, MD 21108 

For additional information please call 410-624-8515 or e-mail joel.a.hilden@gmail.com. 
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SAFE BOATING 

THROUGH EDUCATION 

                               Calendar 
     

  September 16-18  Last Cruise of Summer—Eastport / Annapolis 

  September 21   Membership Meeting – The Bowman on Harford Rd 

  October 10-17   MD Fleet Week and Blue Angles Air Show 

  October 19   Membership Meeting – The Bowman on Harford Rd 

  October 21-23   Fall Festival, Sail Regatta and Fishing contest 

  November 16   Membership Meeting – The Bowman on Harford Rd 

  November 17-20  Fall Educational Conference 

   

DUNDALK SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 

9754 Ashlyn Cir 

Owings Mills, MD  21117-3274 

DATED MATERIAL 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


